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At the beginning of 1997, ISPO (the Information Society Promotion Office of the European Commission) launched a project called ESIS (European Survey of Information Society) with the objective to build an Inventory of projects as well as to assemble European data concerning promotional activities undertaken by public authorities and private actors, be they European, national, regional or local. Other aims were to monitor and to analyse new regulatory development in the field of telecommunications and  Information Society as to present a mapping of the actors, notably the public or private network facilities  offering Information Society infrastructure, services and applications.

Later it was decided to extend ESIS to Central and Eastern European and Mediterranean countries and territories. The extension of the project was started in spring 1999 and concerns 25 countries. The work is performed in a decentralised manner. For each country contractors have been selected by the European Commission to perform the work at national level. In the Czech Republic an interdisciplinary team of VUT (High School of Technics) in Brno and Centre for e-business have been selected to perform second stage of the project.

The core of the ESIS II initiative is an inventory of Information Society projects. These are by definion „interactive projects with a societal dimension that use innovative technologies of information and communication and provide remote access for a wide range of purposes“. Each national contractor collects information about such projects in his country through questionnaires distributed to project promoters. The data collected are fed into a database together with a „who is who“ – mapping of actors. A dedicated search engine allows the public to access the on-line database from various angles. Every three months, the inventory of projects is updated.

Besides the Inventory, additional reports are published. These cover following subjects:

· Regulatory developments and liberalisation evolution

· IS promotional activities

· Key person contacts and organisations

· Existing major network facilities in public utilities

· Statistical analysis of the IS projects included in the database

· Web sites indicators

· Basic facts and indicators

During last 20 months the project team has focused on inventory of  the most significant projects and promotional activities undertaken by various public authorities and privat sector that contribute to information society development. By the end of 2000, when other lap of information collection was finished, 57 projects and 41 promotional activities had been recorded in the Czech Republic according to the ESIS II Survey.

At October Session of the Government Council for the  state information policy in the Czech Republic government promotional support for the project of European Survey of Information Society was passed. As the Minister of the Government and the Chairman of the Government Council for the state information policy Karel Březina said,  the government support of ESIS would enable its realization mostly in the area of state administration. Results of the project ESIS can be among others used in teams, which directly perform realization of state information policy through concrete projects of action plan of the state information policy.

Regarding the whole European character of the project ESIS the teams dealing with realization of the state information policy will have a possibility to use results of the projects among others to compare information society development in the Czech Republic and other European countries.

This is also enabled by the fact, that the core of the project ESIS in an inventory of a wide range of concrete projects and promotional activities, which contribute to the information society development in European and Mediterranean countries and territories.

In 2001 the project ESIS in the Czech Republic has entered its final lap. Official information about project ESIS including all its results you can find both in Czech and English language on below mentioned addresses. Problems concerning the project ESIS and information society development   can   be   discussed both  by  the  actors of  the  survey  and  expert  public  in e-conference VIP Forum, or you can subscribe monthly newsletter VIP Direct free of charge.

Important addresses:

www.park.cz/esis
www.ispo.cec.be/esis
www.park.cz/vipforum
www.park.cz/vipd

www.isss.cz
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