Dear Friends,

You have just received a copy of the official magazine of the Conference Internet in State Administration and Self-Government 2000. Through it we want to offer you  some selected contributions which are pivotal for this significant event. We hope that you will understand that it does not include all of the conference materials. The variety of themes and the overall extent of lectures, seminars, round tables, panel discussions and workshops do not allow for it. Instead of trying to bring all the conference papers together, we primarily focused on providing a valuable guide through the conference programme, aimed as well at being a useful and permanent tool for your work.

The Conference is the third annual national event which brings together representatives of state administration and self-government, experts in information technologies and other participants who are interested in the development of the information society and are ready to discuss the influence of modern information technologies on the public administration at all levels. This year follows last year‘s successful conference and has again international attendance thanks to the Union of the Towns and Villages of the Czech Republic, The Office for the State Information System and TELECITIES. This European organisation associates cities and towns which understand the cooperation within information technologies development as a strategic way to achieve economic prosperity and social inclusion. The Conference is also the first opportunity for other non-European Union Cities to join the European Initiative and during this solemn occasion sign the Declaration Global Cities Dialogue.

The utilisation of the Internet has progressively become a common part of everyday life and has ceased to be a topic for only a narrow group of specialists and enthusiasts. Our aim is to offer to the participants in the conference wide variety of ongoing projects and to acquaint them with aims and rules within this area prepared by both the government and the European Commission. At the same time to offer a possibility to compare approaches taken in various European countries which is Seminar on Local and Regional Information Society which overlaps the Conference. Activities of particular towns and regions overlaps similarly, because the process of building of the information society cannot remain closed within the boundaries of individual countries.

We are convinced that the Czech Republic understands this and that its political representatives be they are at the state, parliamentary or self-government level are willing to purposely support the building of the information society and transform this phenomenon into a driving force behind the social and economic development of the country, as well as a tool for its integration into the European Union.
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František Dohnal

Programming Director of the Conference
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