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LOGIN—Local Government Information Network—is designed to promote professional development of local government officials and employees and to strengthen the capabilities of organisations that support the reform of public administration at the local level.  The main objective of LOGIN is to facilitate the exchange of information through the Internet in addition to traditional methods including workshops, publications, conferences, and training.

The LOGIN Internet component provides summaries as well as the full text of documents useful for local government officials in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the Newly Independent States (NIS).

The LOGIN Mission

The mission of LOGIN is to provide information to decision-makers at the local level through the exchange of knowledge and experience in Central and Eastern Europe and the countries of the former Soviet Union.

Local governments in emerging democracies in Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union are seeking assistance.  To assist these local governments, numerous municipal associations, foundations, and corporations have emerged throughout the region.  Now the Local Government Information Network (LOGIN) offers these organisations and local government officials a new way to share information, develop networks, and improve the services that they provide to municipalities.

The LOGIN Partners

LOGIN is joining forces with existing organisations with a proven record of serving local government in countries throughout Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union.  The LOGIN partner organisation in each country is carefully selected for its ability to provide information of interest to local authorities.

The role of the national partner organisation in each country is to act as a conduit for information in all directions.  The LOGIN Internet component will become a feature of the partners' existing Web sites, since each partner is already deeply involved in providing information to local governments and has a local track record and name recognition.  Each partner will disseminate information to local governments as well as provide documents, case studies, and other resources to the entire LOGIN network.  Each national partner will provide content in its national language and translate content that originated elsewhere.

National partners have already been identified for:

· Bulgaria (Foundation for Local Government Reform – FLGR)

· Poland (Foundation in Support of Local Democracy – FSLD and Municipium S.A.)

· Latvia (Union of Local and Regional Governments of Latvia – ULRGL)

· Slovak Republic (Association of Towns and Municipalities of Slovakia – ZMOS)

· Hungary (consortium of Közigkonzult Co., Telecottage Public Benefit Co., Foundation for Development of Democratic Rights – FDDR) and

· Lithuania (Municipal Training Center of the Kaunas University – MTC).

A number of organisations in other countries have begun the application process.

The LOGIN Sponsors

LOGIN brings together the combined expertise and knowledge of several leading international organisations that work in the areas of local democracy, professionalism in public administration, fiscal decentralisation, good governance, and economic development.  Sponsors include:

· United States Agency for International Development – USAID

· Council of Europe

· Open Society Institute Local Government and Public Service Reform Initiative – OSI LGPSRI

· United Nations Development Programme – UNDP

· The World Bank 

These primary sponsors provide not only financial support for the development of LOGIN, but also a wealth of information that will be contributed to the LOGIN online library.
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