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The European Council of Lisbon (March, 2000), finished with the ambitious objective for Europe to become the most competitive and dynamic economy in the world and recognized the urgent need for Europe to quickly exploit the opportunities of the new economy and in particular of the Internet. To achieve such an objective an action plan on the initiative eEurope was set.

The aim of this Action Plan is to ensure that the targets set by the Lisbon European Council are reached by defining the necessary measures.

The commitment must be especially serious for those regions, as Extremadura, suffering from a historic backwardness related to economic development against other regions traditionally industrialized. Many of the actions proposed by eEurope are promoted in Extremadura by the Regional Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, through the Information Society Directorate General.

In this paper, we explain the main points of the Document "eEurope 2002. An Information Society for All. Action Plan". Our intention will be, in a parallel way, explaining the situation of Extremadura in order to highlight its achievements and to make clear that, although the change has been important, we have to work hard to make the Information Society drive us towards a Networked Extremadura in a privilege situation within the European regions.
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INTRODUCTION

The European Council held in Lisbon on 23/24 March 2000 set the ambitious objective for Europe to become the most competitive and dynamic economy in the world. It recognized an urgent need for Europe to quickly exploit the opportunities of the new economy and in particular, the Internet.

To achieve this, an action plan was drawn up on the initiative e-Europe, using an open method of co-ordination based on the benchmarking of national initiatives, combined with the Commission's recent eEurope initiative  as well as its Communication 'Strategies for jobs in the Information Society' .

The aim of this Action Plan is to ensure that the targets set by the Lisbon European Council are reached by defining the necessary measures. Then, the necessary actions are defined, the actors or agents that are to develop those actions and the dates proposed by their consecution.

The eEurope targets can only be achieved if Member States, the European Parliament and the European Commission are ready to commit themselves to this Action Plan. It is highlighted that none can afford to relax with the objective to remove the obstacles to achieve the targets, reaching the attention of citizens is centred in the new possibilities digital

technologies offer.

The commitment must be especially serious for those regions, as Extremadura, suffering from a historic backwardness related to the economic development against other regions traditionally industrialized. The Information Society Revolution has already began and, as a revolution, it will offer the option of adopting new positions to those participating in it. In these occasions, it is not so important the backwardness of the future as the advanced of the

present. Remaining out of this new social challenge will involve a insuperable backwardness. Advancing by implanting and developing the Information Society will involve the inclusion of our region, not only by right but also by facts, in the Europe of citizens, 'with no first nor

second categories'.

Many of the actions proposed by eEurope are promoted in Extremadura by the Regional Government of Education, Science and Technology, through the Information Society Directorate General with four basic pillars: INFODEX (Regional Strategy for the Information Society), Education Technology Network (RTE), New Knowledge Centres (NCC) and Vivernet (Business Centre in the New Age). In a parallel way, some actions directed to the improvement of Telecommunication infrastructures in the region are carried out (Telecommunication and Networks Directorate General).

In this paper, we explain the main points of the Document "eEurope 2002. An Information Society for All. Action Plan", made by the European Council and the Commission for the European Council held in Feira in June 2000. We start showing the proposed action lines and afterwards we specify the key profiles of the methodology. Our intention will be, in a parallel way, explaining the situation of Extremadura in order to highlight its achievements and to make clear that, although the change has been important, we have to work hard to make the Information Society drive us towards a Networked Extremadura in a privilege situation within the European regions. In the same way, we explain the Commission proposals for each of the action lines and the actors for them to be carried out. Some of them are a competency of the European Union Institutions or of National Governments. However, the responsibility of Regional Governments is also important in some fields. The diversity of political structures in Europe demands from each institution to carry out all those actions on which they have competencies and to promote a common objective: the total integration of Europe in the Information Society.
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