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Soft Center in Ronneby is a science park where the City of Ronneby, Blekinge Institute of Technology (university) and a lot of software companies is located.

During the last years more and more focus has been at different kind of ICT-services. The City of Ronneby has been very active in creating the park, but also to try to bridge the gap between people and students working in the park and the citizens. For the moment 10% of the population has their work or studies in Soft Center.

The City of Ronneby has a special expert group to take care of the development for the citizens. The group has a ten-year project from 1993 to 2003 and the name has so far been “The group of the future”. However have some of the goals been reached a little bit earlier than expected and also new needs have been recognised. For the moment there is a discussion to close the 2003 project and to start up with a little changed focus. The preliminary name is Soft Ronneby and name of the group is Version 2.0.

Networking has always been very interesting for Ronneby, but you can now see networking between different fields of ICT. An example is now how e-business lab is created and where e-learning as e-business is interesting to create.

Ronneby has been involved in IT-supported learning since 1994 when the first Digital Desk for schools was created. Nowadays you can see this involveent of IT in a lot of projects in the schools and in libraries. Examples is Digital Desk, Open Library, New Forms, Infocenter, Navigator, Webucation world, Dialogue, 5D-local learning communities in a global world and so on.

Background

Three years ago Learning Lab was created. It was, and still is, located in the Spa Park in the Soft Center Area.

Learning Lab is a result of a collaboration between Blekinge Institute of Technology and the City of Ronneby with the aim to develop netbased learning as well as pedagogy, didactics and research within the field Applied ICT In Teaching. The goal is to become one of the leading participants in the field and earn both national and international recognition

In order to meet the demands of society, more and more people will need a university degree. By offering netbased courses the university can provide the individual student with a better opportunity to choose the course he/she desires rather than adjusting to the courses offered by that specific university. Netbased learning, or flexible learning as it is commonly called, makes it possible for the students to integrate their studies with everyday life. Further, netbased learning increases the possibilities for the individual student to develop his/her own competence. Learning Lab's concept is a cost-effective alternative to building new university premises, employing more teachers and administrative staff etc.

Key elements
Learning Lab is based on:

· Didactics

· Learning environment

· Pedagogical mentors

· Individualisation

New teaching media and courses are part of our profile where the participant is required to take an active part. Learning Lab will become a meeting place where teachers and students learn from each other and together.

Research

Research is carried out via the departments of the University of Karlskrona/Ronneby, visiting researchers and in cooperation with other universities. With an interdisciplinary approach research is carried out in the field Applied ICT In Teaching. Covering and communicating research results within the pedagogical field, formulating theories on netbased learning and evaluating the results, will accomplish this.

University-Public school

Learning Lab promotes the contacts between the public school and the university, which both have much to learn from each other. Learning Lab will function as a regional center for the spreading of knowledge and information with the help of netbased learning.

A significant part of the project is to train teachers and to take an active part in the teachers´ training. An important target group is decision-makers in the public school system, i.e. politicians and school leaders.

Learning based on the individual's terms

Learning Lab adjusts concepts to the conditions of the educator regardless of whether it is a company, a public organisation or a university. Unique applications will be designed where the educator, among other things, is trained to change, reuse and create new courses.

Goals

Learning Lab has a number of goals. Among other things, we aim to:
· make use of the competence in the ICT field at the university and coordinate these efforts.

· develop investigation-based learning and new channels for the acquisition of knowledge.

· continue the developing of applications for netbased solutions.

· give priority to pedagogical content rather than advanced technical solutions.

· enable a form of teaching that will function independently of time and place.

· develop learning environments.

· produce reusable lessons which in their turn can create new courses.

· initiate projects both nationally and internationally.

· cover news and changes in the ICT field.

University, City and companies

During these three years different companies has been more and more interested of what we are doing. At a very early stage we strarted to cooperate with some companies to support them so they could create netbased courses of the services they do.

An example is Casim http://www.casim.se
They develop simulators and with help of Learning Lab they have created netbased learning where the simulators is part of the courses. Another example is Academy World. We are in a public-private partnership and try to support each other with methods and strategies. We have been part of developing their main product knowledgebank www.kunskapsbanken.se and webucation world www.webucationworld.se . Since a few weeks the University also owns shares in the company and in an agreement they will be part of the regional development of a centre for e-learning. The idea of the center is to create a critical mass of companies and projects located close to the learning lab. If we reach the critical mass networking will be common also in this field, we can earn both national and international recognition, get into more projects, help more companies to use e-learning as a way to do e-business and of course also continue to create useful services and training for the citizens, the pupils in school and the teacher or as we say – success supports success!

Welcome to follow what we are doing or if you interested be part of our development whether you are a company or a city of university. You can read more about us at our websites

www.learning-lab.net
www.bth.se
www.ronneby.se
and don’t hesitate to contact us

lasse.bourelius@bth.se
solve.landen@ronneby.se
Jorgen.jonsson@academyworld.com
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Learning Lab is a result of a collaboration between Blekinge Institute of Technology and City of Ronneby with the aim to develop netbased learning as well as pedagogy, didactics and research within the field Applied ICT In Teaching. The goal is to become one of the leading participants in the field and earn both national and international recognition. We support different actions that teachers and departments at the University and the city will create, but we also have a lot of cooperation with the companies in the region and with some of them we have agreement of common work with research, development and e-business (in e-learning field).
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