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Why

New and emerging technologies are an inherent part of the world of tomorrow. They are increasingly central to the everyday life of younger generations who are particularly exposed to the demands made by a constantly evolving Information Society. New technologies will profoundly influence society and culture and more specifically the way people study, train and work. Information and Communication Technologies are offering younger generations across the world unprecedented opportunities. It is the right of every young person to make the most of new technologies and to benefit from the innovative and advantageous solutions they generate. However, to ensure the full participation of young people in the emerging Information Society, it is important to help them conceive and carry out projects, and to formulate and reach certain objectives which must be adapted to a rapidly developing environment.

It is with these goals in mind that the City of Rome has launched the Global Junior Challenge, an award for the most innovative technology projects in the field of education and professional training.

What

The Global Junior Challenge is an international award for the best innovative technology projects in the education sector. The Challenge has been launched by the City of Rome as part of the Global Cities Dialogue and will gather projects from all over the world. The challenge is open to anybody involved in a project which uses new information and telecommunication technologies for educational and training initiatives aimed at children and teenagers up to 29 years. Organisations of all types are invited to submit projects: schools – with which the challenge is particularly concerned – public and private institutions, non profit and youth associations, large and small companies as well as individual citizens involved in existing experiments.

Projects can be submitted by filling in the form available on the web site of the Global Junior Challenge http://www.gjc.comune.roma.it.

Submissions will close at the end of September 2000.

An International Jury, composed of educational and information technology experts, academics and representatives from cities, business and other relevant institutions will select the finalists in November 2000. The awards to the winning projects will be given at the beginning of December.

The Mayor of Rome, Francesco Rutelli will chair the Awards Ceremony which will take place during an International Conference organised by the City of Rome to explore in depth the issues raised by the Global Junior Challenge. The Conference will be enhanced by an extensive exhibition of the most significant participating projects. The initiative will provide an important meeting point for professionals, young people, families and citizens to exchange experiences on the new scenarios generated by information and telecommunication technologies and on the impact they have on younger generations.

Who

The Global Junior Challenge is dedicated to all young people, from school children to teenagers taking their first steps on the job market. It concerns cities, institutions, local authorities, businesses, communities and individual citizens. The Challenge concerns all those who are interested or involved in child and youth education and training.

Promoter

THE CITY OF ROME

Rome: City of the Future - The 21st Century City will be digital, cabled and multimedia. Cities will stimulate innovative ideas and the experimentation of new technologies within the emerging Information Society aimed at improving life in the city and local government efficiency.

The City of the Future must ensure that citizens and economic players have extensive access to places, services and information in order to encourage new styles of life and bring citizens towards a new concept of freedom.

The City of the Future is the city in which children and youth will grow up making the most of new opportunities offered in education.

These are the objectives that have motivated the City of Rome – already greatly committed to new technologies – to launch the Global Junior Challenge. This Challenge is part of a larger programme for the use of new technologies in education with projects such as Scuola On Line and Banca del Tempo.

In this way, Rome City of the Future is committed to building a network aimed at releasing the energies of younger citizens who are the protagonists of tomorrow’s Information Society.

TELECITIES

Telecities is an open network of local authorities for concerted urban development through information and telecommunication technology.

One reason for the success of Telecities as a co-operation network is the opportunity offered to local and regional decision makers to meet, to exchange experiences and to articulate the urban demand on common issues concerning the deployment of the Information Society.

With more than 100 members, including 92 from 13 member states of the European Union, Telecities brings together a rich diversity of skills expertise and experience and represents the whole spectrum of the European urban telematics demand. It aims to build a consensus on the development of a harmonised information infrastructure including the widest possible range of practical applications and services.

http://www.telecities.org

GLOBAL CITIES DIALOGUE

The Global Cities Dialogue is an initiative launched by the Telecities network and the Global Bangemann Challenge and now open to cities across the world. It provides cities with a relevant, open and powerful initiative and framework to actively shape and advance the Information Society across the globe. The Global Cities Dialogue also provides a mechanism for an informed and fruitful interaction with the private sector at local, European and global levels. In particular, it is the mechanism to encourage the sharing of experiences, results and lessons amongst cities in order to facilitate a local and global process of information-society learning.

The direct representation of Mayors in the Dialogue ensures the necessary credibility and political authority of the initiative.

The Dialogue is an invitation to share, learn and work together for the benefit of a sustainable and socially inclusive information society world-wide. It is ultimately an invitation to shape the future believing that, yes, it is perhaps possible to transform Utopias into Realities!

MORE INFORMATION

President TELECITIES

Mariella Gramaglia

Vice General Director of the City of Rome

Coordinator

Mirta Michilli

Lungotevere dei Pierleoni, 1

00186 ROMA – Italy

Ph: 0039-06-67104335 / 3884

Fax: 0039-06-69941582

Michilli@comune.roma.it
http://www.GJC.comune.roma.it/
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